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PBAISEANDPREACHING
Small Congregations YesterdayIn the Churches.

I SLUSHY AID SLIPPERY SABBATH.

Tew Year's Novelties in the Way
ofReligion Presented by the

Rev. Mr. Hepworth.

±Jt±Jh: OUTLOOK."

Rev. 3fr. Graham on the
Memories of the Past and the
Perspective of the Future.

WHICH OF THE TWO FATHS ?»

be Rev. Dr. Holme Sermonizing on

"Starting Afresh" in the Journey of
Life.The Stokes-Pisk Tragedy.

IELI0IOUS RETROSPECTS.

ther Sermons on the Old Tear and the New.
TheTeaohings of Time.The Death Boll of

the Past.Criticisms of Great Men
Dead.The Increase of Crime.

*

ilebration of the Festival of the Epiphany
in the Catholic Churches.

HE CHARACTER OF CHRIST.

discourses of Beecher and Orcajlstonin Brooklyn.

Owing to the storing sleet and rain, and the ice
id mow and mad alltier foot, none of the
larches of the city had yesterday a cry large atndance.People preferred to rcmgHt' indoors
.titer than risk the dangers of the slippery had
ashy streets. Bat, nevertheless, the members of

metropolitan ministry were.almost all of
[em.at their posts, and preached with, no doubt,
great eflect as ever they did, although perhaps

>t so impressively as when tlicy looked upon
ore crowded congregations and gained insplrajntherefrom. The following budget of sketches
the most forcible and eloquent of their disursesyesterday will be found interesting.

8T. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH.
What the Years Teach".Sermon by

the Rev. W. R. Carroll.
St. Paul's Episcopal church, of Yorkville, a pretty
tie structure on Eighty-fifth street, between
'Xlngton and Third avenues, had a fair congretionyesterday morning, considering the storm
at broke upon the city about the hour Its worlpporsare wont to come together. The Christlisdecorations about the gallery, columns and
ills added much to the cheerful interior appearice,the whole being so arranged as to lm,rta very pleasing effect. The Rev. W. If.
.rroll, the rector, was announced to make the
bject of I1I9 text, ' What the Years Teach,"
theme peculiarly fitting at this season,

td one deserving of careful thought and
rnest consideration. After the preliminary
ornlng exercises, which were or an Interesting
iturs, Mr. Carroll selected as the foundation of
i discourse, Deuteronomy xxxiL, 7."Ketuenioer
e days of old, consider the years of many generions;ask thy father and ho will show thee; thy
iers, and they will tell thee." What a wonderful
id complex creature, he began, is man, and how
arvellous are the circumstances in which he is
iced! Consider his action and being, his brain,
ngs, heart and all else, and is he not wondorrui ?
uslder his intellectual capabilities, how with
emory things of the past cun be recalled, and
en reflect how he can experience pain and please,and

THE FEELING OF ASTONISHMENT
comes doubly great. Life, its memory of good
d evil, and the character of hope which perdesall beings, led the rector to ask the luirtantand solemn uucstion, "To what destiny
e we hurrying?" The opening of another year
ggested the thoughts as given, and such a pracaltheine as "What the years teach." In subttingthe subject of the discourse, Mr. Carroll
sired the congregation to lollow him in looking
ck over their past.lives, in looking wlihlu oneItaim to look forward. In doing so he requested
i hearers to read tuc entire chapter in which the
xt Is found, and ponder upon Moses' song, In
ilch lie setteth forth Cod's mercy aud vengeance,
id it would appear that Moses gave this last
iemn charge to the Jewish people before he
nt up iroin the plains of Moab unto the mouutnof Nelio, and, thereiore, the earnestness of Ids
juner in charging them to "Remember the days
old; consider the years of many generations."
ttie Jews this reminded theni of "the marvellous
sons they hud received iu the past and

T11K TENIIKUNE8S OF UOD
at had overshadowed tliem. Ills power
< miracles, from the time they were
I out ol the house of bondage until
en, must have impressed them with the great
illng that Cod had ever extended His watchful
re over mem uj nigiii auu tiny, incse were
lie of the lessons taught the Jews, ami they
me to us with equal lorce. We of this period
auld have the same thought*. The goodness or
d has been over ami about us 011 every hand, and,
atlbuiug Mr. Carroll, we or this church can look
ck ana hardly count lln mercies; can
member how 11c has blessed us, prervedour lives and made us prosperous
business.indeed, a pillar or hope by

(lit and day. None among the congregation
aid peer into the past and not couut Home pedsor sunshlue and hope. The uncertainty and
aracter or human lire were next touched upon;
st the 000,000 men that died In lorty years among
5 Jews Is a lesson ol tue shortness or existruce.
that entire oilglnul number but two or three
cd. The death or Moses then came In review,
(1 Mr. Carroll was extremely eloquent and abblngIn directing the lesson which It conveyed,
thla moment the rain and hall making up the
rible storm or yesterday morning came dowji
ou the

fcooF OF tTig Cm-ncfT
th bo much intensity tliatitiras difficult for some
{he congregation In the back pews to hear all the
;tox said, and they leaued forward Upou tdC
wslWmediately In front, endeavoring to catch
ry wM"d he "uttered, and then he deduced as

;li lessons were taught-the ancient generation*
they are txught to us. The preacher, in look?over some the statistics relating to the city
New York during the year 1872, advsrrcd to the
t that In the twelve months there had occurred
too deaths, 21,828 births and 8,015 marriages. In
: weeks, from the ImTi of June to the 27 th of July,
yre died 3,600 chtlnrec under five years of age.
ere w^re 08 deaths by sunstroke in one day,
7t deaths i>y Violence in th* year and 140 suicides
ring the tame period. This u' not the time, said
i rector, ,sr me to speak of the
| GREAT increase OF C'ltU'K
;our midst through the lark of quick, encrgntle
Inlahmcnt, and what should be done Xu row»»'*'^
1 but the time must soon come when**
er must stand up and tell the law-s'kj,a* ,,

|\ in how to act. What ought we to d' «r course in this tue opening yea* t Th(.^
flvation outof Christ. Weuiur,, repent,\neve,1 niihiw.iv declare our faith . i.liS
<urcli has prospered in year, auif the
tod words and woiks mat urB t0 0(Jr CrA«.j
«ould be an exertion ,0r greater acts of bene\>.
<hce and tnrlstiar. ministrations. Wc are a*
taking our histo'"/ very last, and this should be
iritteu upon our memories"Remember the dam
old; consider the years of many generations."

I THE TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH.
hs lew Yaar.Starting Afresh."The

jTwa Patln".The Stokes-Flsk Tragedy.
, Samson by the Rev. l>r. Holme.

In eontlnuatlon of a series of sermons on the

Wk of Proverbs, the Iter. Dr. llolme, of the Trln

NE"W FOR
itj Baptist church, preached last evening from
Proverbs, It., t."The first thing is wisdom." The
subject being, as announced, "The New YearStartingAfresh.The Two Paths," he commenced
bj saying:.There is an old adage "tha*. anything
well begun is well nigh half done," and we all
know that to begin is often the most difficult part
of a task, especially to begin to do right. To come
right up to the moment when the first blow Is to
be struck and to strike It is to achieve a victory
that la worth a record in any man's life.
It is always the first blow which costs in a course
of right or wrong. When a man gets fairly going
in a course of conduct there is a sort of moral
momentum that is acquired which hurries him
along faster and faster, so that It requires a pretty
sharp, strong application of the brakes to stop him,
and it is on tnla account that men must first

crash to no evil,
that it is so difficult for them to begin to do well.
The train of their evil life has attained such a momentumthat it Is almost Impossible to stop It.
The reverend gentleman then proceeded to Illustratethis by retercnce to habits acquired in youth,

and even In later lire, which grow upon their subjectimperceptibly, and which are so difficult to
breas away.
He then continuedBut, as In every great railroad,there are some points at which the most rapidlymoving train stops to take fuel and water.

So on the
I RAILROAD OF LIFH

t here are some creat stations where all trains atnn.
stations Itom which there are great diverging
reads. He regarded the New Year as one of these
stations, and announced as the first question,Where do yeu want to go? Under this nead he
considered the various objects, the pursuit of
which take up the life of man; the pursalt ot
wealth, station and other things. He introduced
practical Illustrations to show the Inevitable resultsloliowing upon a life of good and ev.l, referringamong outer things to the

F18K-6TOKE8 TRAGEDY
so sad in ltseir and of such influence upon a community.lie then exhorted his hearers regarding
the proper life In the future. We live in deeds, not
years. See to It that you profit by the mistakes of
the past, and take heed lor the lulure. In the new
year strive to walk on a higher plane and with

Surer aspirations, and In the discharge of nobler
utles. Don't be too solicitous about the issues of

the coming year. ODly be solicitous that so far as

j^ou^are concerned you commit your way unto the

SEVENTH AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.
Discourse by Rev. »TH. Graham.Subject,"The Outloolc of the Netv Year".
Contrasting the Good with the
'Wicked.The Memories of the Past;
What Are Ttieyl
The Rev. s. H. Graham, pastor of the Seventh

avenue United Presbyterian church, preached a
very Impressive discourse to his congregation yesterdayafternoon, at half-past three o'clock. Tho
subject selected was the "Outlook of the New
Year," and the text chosen by the reverend gentlemanwas from Eccleslastcs vlU., 12, 14:.
"Though a sinner do evil a hundred tfmes and his
days be prolonged, yet surely 1 know that It shall
be well with tliem that fear God, which fear before
mm; that it shall not be well with the wicked,
neither shall he proiorg his days, which »re as a

shadow, because he feareth not God."
The reverend preacher, after rSvlewIfig and lntcfpretlng'themeaning of tho text, said that the

past year was one
FRAuairr wrrn events

as paarvellous as any there present conld^r 'm^mbcr,find yet he confessed it brought inavj).t<l^iig<
1ms, for which he exposed pis thanks v Mrs
Airafghty; but the works of the righftQua v;-,fj.y"u
a great extent, mixed up with those of the
The year that was gone taught to all a lc^ n »

many Important truths worthy of study and remembrance."There have been wicked men," in
the words of the text, "to whom it huppenetn accordingto the work of the righteons," and "there
have been just men to wfioiil it hanpeneth accordlugto tbe work of the wicked." *Muny have gone
"to that bourn whence no traveller returns"
with a

CROWN OF IMrERISITABLK OLORT
upon their brows, who left a name and a fame behindtlicm which shall be as Immortal as our
memories themselves, and who now inherit the
happiness for which they formed all their actions
and ail their lives. Others have passed away who
pandered to the sickly pride and pleasures and
beauty of the world, but who leit no Impress on
their times.no name in the annals of their
country.

LOOKING VKU THE FADED PAST
ami judging rrom the aspect of Its history anil records,t lie re is a great deal to be done in the future.
It would seem as if the spirit of Christianity were
annihilated, itR vigor gone, its beauty ignored, its
missionaries left unaided and

a reign of selfishness and indifference
ana neglect coming upon us. Crime has been on
the increase, and God has afflicted many by the
EWfOl calamity of lire. There is a lurking desire
for all that is worldly and a strong temptation to
oppose the Church ot Uod and its ministers. If a
theatre be bnrned down it can be built tip in a
day; if a wandering Livingstone is to be found
men are despatched and money expended; but if
the Church is to be supported or missionaries solicitedthere is the greatest dlfflculty iu securing
anything toward the true development of Christianvirtue aud morality. Yes, there seems to be
and there is a coutmuul fight or struggle between

the world and tue cuirc'u.
The world says, "Kclax your principles even

a little and yon will be successful;" but the
Church of God is firm and cauuot be intimidated.
It seeks not the patronage or sickly smile of fashion;neither will it submit to the appeals or innovationsof the wicked, but will go on moving in
that direct path on which it has moved for thousaudsof years without yielding to the greatest kiag
no more than to the lowliest peasant.
The reverend preacher then pointed out the

great evil of the limes to which all crimes must be
attributed, namely, a lack of faltb and morality
based on the true principles ol Christian doctrine,
without wiiii n religion Is only a myth, and

morality an imaoinaky thing.
He then named some of ttie distinguished personageswho died during the past year who exercised
a uotable and worthy intluence upon the country
at large in social, literary, journalistic and political
life. They had met that rate bravely which was the
common lot ot all. He then exhottedhls congre!ganon to tortn resolutions lor the better, obey the
commandments of God ami cling in true spirit not
to the wisdom of the world, but to the tear of the
Lord, which is the beginning of wisdom.

BT. STEPHEN'S CHUEOH.
Sermon by the Kcv. Dr. McGlynn-The
Meaning of the Epiphany.Sunday
School Festival.
The rain and slush were responsible yesterday

morning for a .great fulling off la attendance at
«)..../«>. Tho nrnoi.a/d nf A i.KAbon I.aiia a. a I.aaIf
l mil in. * lie ui u viuauu nunc vi u IIUU&Ingcough is not much or a pnwocative to religious
worship, and absentees might reasonably excuse
themselves tor staying at home by pleading the
unpropitious state of the weather. Even St.
Stephen's church, usually so cheerful and bright,
had a sombre, dull air yesterday, and the gloom of
the weather seemed to settle upon even the sanctuaryItself, with all Its gorgeous surroundings.
The music of the mass was Haydn's In C. In the

absence of Miss Howson Miss Sullivan took the
part of the soprano. Mercadante's vespers were

sung in the arternoon, Mrs. Mott being the
soprano.

tub man nans
was celebrated by the ltev. Father Lynch. After
the first gospel the Iter. Dr. Mcdlynn preached
from the gospel of the Feast of the Epiphany.
The epiphany means the apparition or manifestationof our Lord, He being first made known to the

wise men of the East by a star. To-morrow will,
then b<5 lite day of eur first being called to the
knowledge llt>« of Christ. The coming pf
Christ was made kno\m to j*'.Y gnd (.ientlle.to the
former by an angel sent to the shepherds, to the

1alter by a star, which guided the wise men to
Jethlehein. The wise men, when they saw the
tar Id tlie heavens, lmmcdtaisly set
out to seek Jesus in Judea, whither, accordingto Urn jrfopitevj 01 nmnnui. «

been believed the star would lead them. Naturally
tlicy first sought Him in Jerusalem, the capital
Judea, asking where tney could llud "tlia 'v'iUg 0f
the Jews."' It was from the wisq i»-.n that £inR

SavlSur'SSSa **-« »
"' """!

inJuU m,?^- - uorn ftt Hethlehem; and, follow.
iiiTn ii.^ .uuce of tlic star, the wise men fouad
"'5? ,ie, And, having found Him, they fell down

1 .a worshipped Him. Tlicy then made llltn the
offerings tney had brought with tlictn.gold, as a

tribute due to Him us their Klug: frankincense, as

to their Hod; myrrh, us to a mortal man (rranklncensebeing then used in religious worship and
mvrrh lit the burial of the dead.)
This extraordinary manifestation of Cod's goodnessto us ought to excite In our breasts the most

gratfiu! thoughts. We were thus called to the
faith, and to-day the same sure invitation is given
to the millions to couae and worship their Cod.
But, Just as in the Knst. all the nations saw the

, star and but few availed themselves of its gutd\auce to the Saviour, so the light which Cod to-day
gives to attract men to adore and serve Him is despisedor unheeded by too many. We may well be
b»kt In admiration of the great faith of the wise
inch ns they approached their cod at Hcthlehcu.

viikv ask Kt) von THK kino of tiir .iews,
and f<mnd Him in an humble home, surrounded by
none of the pomps and vanities of the world, for
"Ills Kingdom whs not of this world." Hut they

, opened titllr eyee to the heavenly truth and shut
ttiem to tli# world's vanities, and believed in the
light that co*) had given to guide them, llcrod

\

K HERALD. MONDAY, J
might well tremble for hie throne when he heard
that the Hon of God bad come on earth, He reared
the loes of hla temporal kingdom; ana to-day how
many such are there who would try to stifle the
neavenly Infant for sake of retaining the poor,
perishable things of this world How many, too,
who, like the priests and scribes in Jerusalem, who
knew where the Saviour was, tarry In coming to
prostrate themselves before His altar! What an
example do wo find in this flUth of the wise men
at Bethlehem l They adored the Saviour God with
humility and reverence; they made Him offerings
whose mystic mcauing Is that they gave Him their
souls, their prayers and

help-denial and mortification;
for as the soul Is stamped with the Image of God
so is gold with the Image of the King; as lrankIncense'is an emblem of prayer so are offered the
vapors of our devotions, and as myrrh Is bitter,
though wholesome, so should onr lives not be void
of mortifications.
The preacher continued then to urge his hearers

to follow the light which was ever beokontngthem toward virtue: to come and adore Jesus in
the sacrament of His love, thus to let their lives
be a response to the life of the Saviour offered upfor us.

SUNDAY ecnOOL FK8TIVAL.
in the afternoon a Sunday school festival was

held in the basement of the church. About tw<^thousand children were present. The festival'
ouened with the singing of the "Adeste Fidelia,"after which iho pastor.the Rev. Dr. McGlynn.
made a pleasant and appropriate address. This
concluded, the Rev. Father McCready and the Rev.
Father Flynn, assistant pastors of St. Stephen's,
distributed the presents. The festival closed with
the slngiag of "Jerusalem, My liapr>y Home I"

ST. PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL.
The Very Rev. Vicar General Starrs on
the Festival of the Epiphany.The Exampleof Faith Presented hy the Three
Wise Men.The Duties of the Ifevr Year.
The services at St. Patrick's Cathedral yesterday

were attended by a small congregation compared
with those that usually flock to Its sacred and
memorable precincts. The mass was, however,
not less Impress!vo and grand nor the music less
excellent and edifying. The very Rev. Vicar GeneralStarrs preached the sermon, and the Rev.
Father McNamee acted as celebrant. The Very
Reverend Archbishop was also present In his Pontificalrobes. After ascending the pulpit Dr. Starrs
read the Gospel of

the feast of tiie epirilany,
which is kept to-day, commencing with the beginningof the second chapter of St. Matthew and endingat the twelfth verse. He took his text from the
second verse."Where Is He that is born King of
the Jews t for we have seen His star in the east
and are come to worship Him."
He then saidOf all the benefits conferred on

ns by our Creator the highest in Importance is the
manifestation of Ills Divinity.of the knowledge of
Himself. Creation itself cannot be compared with
it. For what benefit would it have been to have
enjoyed existence and net the means of preparing
onr souls for heaven? Until the time of the incarnationof our Lord and Uavionr this gift was impartedonly"lo one nation.the Jews. All others
were sitting in darkness and in the shadow of
death. At length the time of mercy came.the
moment arrived when this gilt was conferred
upon ail the nations of the earth. r.

TfiE rftttaJB 61* FRAGS -'A.
desired of all nations came down from heaven
and was born in Bethlehem of Judah. A bright
luminary appeared in heaven, announcing the
glad tidings to the peoples in the East of the comingof a Saviour and te invite them to bring the
first lrnits ofthe Gentiles to

TIIE CU1U OF BETHLEHEM.
This signal, perhaps not understood by the multitude,and onl.v Tiy the three who were called wise
men set out in search of the new King. It was
during the festival of the Ephipany that they
.tourneyed to Bethlehem to pay homage and to
..make offerings to the Messiah.

The Church, then, always anxious that her childrenshould express gratitude to Clod for all blessingsspch us this, seems to go in a spirit with the
wise men to the crib of Bethlehem to pay homage
and make offerings. This feast of the Epiphany is
a second Christmas; it is, properly speaking,

THE CHKlSTAIAS DAY OF THE OKNTILES.
The Church always celebrates it with great solemnityand keeps it as' one of the principal holidays
of the year. A few reflections on the nature of
this festival and on tfid example of the
wise men would afford instruction at
this season. On that Christmas night, when the
wise snepnerus were waicning ineir docks on tne
plains, the light appeared uliinlng afar off to
the astonishes, who rose from their sleep
and crowded the streets saying:."11ow brilliant
It 1st what is its meaning t" The wise men were
inhabitants of a country east of India, probably of
Arabia. They were men of Intelligence and science,and seemed to have learned from the traditionsof their forefathers that

A KINO WAS TO BB BORN,
and his birth made Known to the Gentiles by the
appearance of an extraordinary star. Accordingly
they set out wishing to know the truth In obedience
tetlie voice of God. They were obedient to the
first call, and even in the cold winter season undertooka long journey. Their obedience was perfect,
aud their courage and perseverance extraordinary.
At length they arrived at Jerusalem, and the star
disappeared. They then went to Herod the King
to inquire where the Saviour was to be born, and

UB CALLBD TUB U1UH PRIESTS
and thev said that he was to be born In Bethlehem,
of Judaii. They resumed their iourney, and Boon
approached Ilethlchcm, led by the shining of the
star, and it stood still in the skies over the place
where the Saviour was. They looked at the house.
a humble dwelling.and looked at each other. Was
it possible that this was the birth place of the great
King ? They looked then at the star, and saw that
it remained motionless. They Immediately entered
where the child was, and adored him, aud offered
lilm

GIFTS OF GOLD, FllANKINCKNSB AND MYRRH.
It Is astonishing with what devotion they adored
the saviour, although before this time they had no
knowledge of the true rod. Perhaps tuey had
hcrcteioru only adored the sun, moon and stars or
some Inferior creatures. Their faltli was perfect.
lfy their gilts or gold is denoted charity and love
for (lod and our neighbor; by myrrh the spirit of
mortlllcatlon; by frankincense prayer. Such were
the things they offered; and it was the duty of
every christian at tills season to make to the divineSaviour the same oiTerings. You should examineyourselves and see if you have followed

T'lK EXAMPLE OK OUR 8AVIOCR
during the past year and during the one that is
opening jou continue obedient and devoted to linn.
Now He is a (foil of mercy. Alter a time He may be
a God of Justice, and those two alternatives arc
clearly displayed in the history of the Epiphany.
mercy and Justice.mercy to the Gentllea and Justiceto the Jews.

ON TIIK WAT TO ANOTHER PLACE.
We arc all on the way to another place.all in

search of Jesus, ami may our llethlehem lie heaven
and our guide the Catholio Church. Wc have had
trials. We may have more. Let us be laithlul to
the teaching! of our guide. Cling to her, and to
show our love for Cod let us be faithful to her in
every respect, and then we will have the happiness
or seeing another Bethlehem above and will liud
the Child with Mr ry His mother.

THE TWENTY-FIFTH STREET PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH,

Sermon by the Rev. J. S. Stewart on the
Old Year and the !kew.

Yesterday morring, notwithstanding the
wretched state of tiie weather and the slippery
sidewalks, there was a large congregation present
in the Twenty-filth stroet Uulted Presbyterian
church. The Kcv. J. S. Stewart chose for bis text
the last clause of the twenty-sixth verse of the filth
chapter of the Gospel of St. Luke, which reads,
"We have seen strange things to-day." The young
preacher commenced hy saying, "it was a strange
age that prodnccd Jesus Christ, with His power to
heal the sick, to raise the dead ami to forgive oar
vitia Thnri» urm snim-thinir faamnntlnor afcnnt tha

power of
e &

the good man,
and when Teter by the power of Jeans Christ was
enabled to draw lu a multitude of Usbcs, and when
oy a word mtin wa' "Healed, id it ft wonder that
man can say, "We have seen strange things todayt" Who can look baHt unon the woadcrs of

ye5L»m»t TiaM feone out and not say, "We
"a\«-«otl"«trange things to-day t" We live in ft
wonderiul age, t.ie most wonderful of the world.
Therc are troaki rs who are always decrying the
present tind r. .sung for times long ago. There
are

anachronical fossils
wh» are ever crying /or the good old days that are
gffae, when there was lovt and veneration and
tluie for conteiup atlon, wluch wc have almost lost
in the hurrying and grasping of the present, and
yet mis is cm a the brlgateat aud the best stage of
the world. 1 believe in

a millennium,
In a good time coining, In the day when the knowledgeor the i.01 "shad cover the earth as the
waters cover the sea." If I believed as some throluglaus,that the world was to get worse and woise

audi Christ comes, thou 1 would stop preaching
the Gospel, because the sooner it would get at its
worst the sooner Christ would come. Hut the old
belief seems to bo ilie best belief after all, and that
Is that there la to I* a good time lor the world, cad
it a millennium orcall it what you will. The world,
with ail its badness, is moving gradually upward
to higher ground, and the day shall yet coina when
the living race shall sit upon the

mountain Tor
of troth and talk with God.
Mr. Stewart ilien showed that although everythingof to-day was not better than everything ol

times gouc by, that on tne whole God's truth Is
prevailing and the world Is progressing, uini sab!
If the glamor of much of the old orthodox of th<
past was penetrated we would And that In all then
tlrmncss there was much obstiuacy and bigotry
In all tlielr conarlent'ousness there was something
of u spirit of persecution aud iu all their rclicioi

ANUARY 6, 1873..WITH S
there was intolerance. The Church may M driftingtoo much to

lumALim
to-day, but llberallem even as an extreme ie no
worse than the other extreme.bigotry.from
which we have lust emerged, and who will dare to
say that the few thousands which we called Christiansa century or two age were worth more than
the minions or even the too liberal Christians of
to-day r
After taking a brief view of the progress of

Christianity.alluding to the work in China, the
emancipation of the serfs in Russia, the freedom of
the slaves In the United States.Mr. Stewart
added:.We nil can remember that but a few
years ago the idea that the

DUMB ANIMAL
had rights which men are bound to respect woold
be laughed at by even Christians; it took the
present age and such men as Henry Bergh to
carry out "The righteous man is merciful to his
beast." And even in the remembrance of you and
me the idea of an educated womanhood was
sneered at, and while we have no sympathy for
those extremists who would destroy all the existingrelations of the sexes, yet it is progress to see

TBI POWBR OP WOMAN
used for God in the right, to see her having opportunitiesor development and culture, to have ner
Immense influence utilized for the truth.

' Speaking of the death roll of the past year Mr.
Stewart said:.We have only time to mention the
Inspired painter Kensett, the prince of scoundrel-
in I ii. ritti, iuo aew»ptt|iur jinuuc douucm, mc

Scotch writer Norman McLeod, the backwoods
Methodist preacher Peter Cartwrlght, and the
poet, T. Buchanan Head. We would cast no shame
on the grave of Edwin Forrest, but, notwithstandingall his greatness, Edwin Forrest died almost
unlamented. With Invincible energy, with almost
superhuman power, with strange passion, he lived
a life or selfishness and died unwept. It is a questionworthy the attention of Christians whether
men have a right to live for self alone. Are theynot bound to live for God and humanity? Although

BDWIN FORREST
left a fortune to build a home for destitute actors
when he died, It Is a question, after all, whether men
on their death beds, finding they cannot take their
money with thera, leave It where It will give them
a great name for charity. True humanity would
teach us to scatter a few sunbeams along the pathwayof our lives and not have the only fragrance
come from our graves.
Mr. Stewart then made some kind remarks about

Horace Greeley and D'Aubignfi, the historian of the
lteiormailon, and concluded by calling upon those
who had made good resolutions for the present year
to seek the assistance of Christ rather than trust
alone to their own strength of mind.

CHURCH- OF THE DISCIPLES.
Mew Stock of Religion for tke Mew
Year.Aim of Life.Crowing Over Their
New Departure and Its Ends.Sermon
by Rev. George H. Hepworth.
Notwithstanding the unusually inclement

weather there was a very large attendance at the
services yesterday morning at Steinway Hall, This
was probably owing to the fact that It was the first
Sabbath of the new year and the expectation that
Mr. Hepworth would signalize the event by a
specially brilliant sermon adapted to the occasion.
In this respect the congregation was not disappointed.He preacned

A NEW TEAR'S SERMON.
His text was Psalms, lxxxlx., 47."Remember

how short my time Is." The old Druids of Britain
observed at this season of the year a custom which
was peculiarly significant. The head ot the family
extinguished their fire and repaired to the central
altars, and from thence took a brand to light a
new fire for a new year. The spirit of that custom
lives still with us. There is a degree of pathos and
hope mingled with this beginning of another year.
We come together in the house or Clod, having cast
aside all worldhnesB and care, and get our brand
to light our ncW fire for the new year. Another year
has Just gone. It Is beyond our grasp. No power
of oars can recall it. Its record Is closed as a
business man seals his ledger, which Is filled up,
and lays It by for future use, If need be, to prove
bis solvency, so the angels or Immortality will
some time take our book from Its place and read
our thoughts, our words and actions. It Is not for
me to ask bow your record stands. The answer
can only be given by your own hearts. How marvellousIs the passage of time! To-day we are beys;
to-morrow we are In middle life. It seems but a
fitful dream. It has lost its marvellous roseate
tint. It Is sober gray; it is a severe fact. When
the thought that you are In middle life comes to
you for the first time it comes like a cloud between
you and the sua. It cools your enthusiasm.

"I AM UROWINO OLD."
Iam sinking In the west. At any moment unforseendisaster or accident may come, and with
lessened powers of resistanpe I may be swept
away. Those thoughts work with a mysterious
power. Time will fly. Yeu have not power to stay

1 it. Be you scornful or prayerful; your watch ticks
on, and wnn eacn hck your ltre euus away. Ana
so we are always m&rclilig.whether up or down
depends on us. Though life Is short eternity Is
long. We have a beginning, but no end. We begin
at the cradle, and with each year we add a ring to
our growth, as do the trees of the forest. And each
ring carries us nearer to God. No,

TIMK IS NOTHING.
It tells on onr bodies, not on oar souls. You
must measure it by experience.

The time that bears no fruit deserves no name;
In hoary youth Methuselah* may die,
Oht how misdated ou their ilat'rliig tombs.

Life Is but a means to an end, that end approachingnearer to God. This year is
peculiarly significant

to us as a religious society. Twelve months ago
we started en a new life. Your friendship bore iiie

up. We left our old household In the name of
Christ, our watchword Christ, onr weapon the
cross, our aim to save the seals of men. We were
so glad that truth had dawned upon our souls. We
went into the community to lay the corner stone of

OCR NEW CHURCH,
and that church la for rich and poor. We care
nothing lor riches and jewels. Men are men; Qod
Is our father, and we arc the servants of Jesus
ChrlBt. This is our foundation. There are those
in this city who can be raised by your efforts, aiul
who, if ae neglect them, shall bo responsible for
their lost soulsi At the throne of Qod there will be
so many witnesses against you. This is a responsibilitythat cannot be shaken otr. There are

young men and young women who are now taking
the tlrst downward step. Life is so fascinating
that, like the serpent, It charms its prey, .shall we
leave them alone 1 Sure or heaven, shall we sit,
like Pharisees, in our own righteousness f No
muu is sure of heaven who is simply passively
pure. Ue must save others. He must go lorth into
the world,

LIFTING THB POWN-TRODDKN.
And there are others half-way dowu the bill, and
others nearly at the bottom. Shall we see them
float down the current and only shudder as they
go over the cataract ? Aud we can speak to them
with the authority of God. If you embrace that
cross there will come to you lu years a peace that
passes ail understanding, but if you refuse to embracethat cross all your life will be bound "in shallowsand lu miseries." Plot out the suu and what
good la Uie v No grass for .spring, no fruits far

aWam i'hpiut flint-tail out nf vnnr lifn vnnr

life would be a Sahara without an oasts.sand,
t nud, sand. Well, we are standing on the threshold
of another year. We cannot tea what a day may
bring forth.

FRIENDS AND FORTUNE
art unstable, but It is In the power of each of you
to -nuke a character as stable as eternity itself.
I hough we cannot control our bodies we can controlour souls, and let us do It lu an Improved fashIon.It is a marvellous thing that men fall to do
this. We build our little boats, wcign anchor
and start out on the broad ocean. The
shore of our childhood is aoon out of
sight, and with masts sprung and our sails
tattered we are lelt to face the ocean before its.
Is .here uo salvation 1 Yes. There comes a noble
craft, she Is headed for us. On her masthead la
the red cross of t'alvary; her name Christ the Kei!e:mer.A rope Is thrown us aad wc are draws
on board, Haved, saved from exposure and danger,

;ti h and bell.
vfter the close of the sermon the whole congregationunited In repeating aloud toe Lord's I'raycr.

Their voices, rising low and strong and then dying
away, resembled the deep roar of the breakers
dashing ott t he shore. The names of etgntcen personswho intended joining the church were read,
afT'T widen was nLrlng oy the congregation aad
the closing bcnedtctlonT*.""**" »«.

li'f jc.'i
- * *

BROOKLYN CHURCHES.
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' 'PLTMOUTHCHUBOH.
A Large Accession of Members to the
Church.Sermon on the Knowledge of
( o*l.Dog-Pit Proprietor and Mr.
Ilrrgh-Wbat Worm* Know About the
Ten Commandment*.An Illuitratlon
from Professor Tyndall.The Present
Age an Age Drifting Toward* Atheism.
The morning service at Plymouth church yesterdaywas rendered memorable by the admission of

a large number of new members. A long list ot
names was read; sixteen were admitted on the
proiession of faith and the remainder by letters of
dismissal from other churches. The number has
not been exceeded since the May gathering, a

month that has for several years been a favorite seasonor candidates for membership. Mr. lieecher announcedafter the reading the annual letting of the
pews on Tuesday evening next. The sermon was
on the knowledge of Cod and the text was
selected from the third chapter of the Kptatle to the
Kglicsians, sixteenth to nineteenth verse."That
lie would grant you, necording to the riches of Ills
glory, to be strengthened with might by His nplrlt
in the inner man; that Christ may dwell In
your hearts by faith; that ye. being rooted end

r grounded In love, mav be able to comprehend with
i all saints what Is tne breadth and length and

depth and height; and to know the love of Christ.
which pssscth knowledge, that ye might be filled
with all the lulnessof Cod."

, Is un elaborate and lengthy Introduction Mr.
r Beeeher endeavored to show the difficulty of
i humanity to find out cod: how this difficulty had

IUPFLEMENT.
existed through ail ages or the world; that the
whole Book orjsb tamed on the elaboration of thta
thought. An attribute that was outside the facultyor aan could not be revealed to him. Yon could
not go behind certain expressions of rerealment
on account of their quality. Professor Tyndall Inhis admirable lectures had said that the beams oflight that come from the sun contain a great deal

®ar eyes can detect; that there arebe*D" He outside of onr power to catch, butlS5r J? education, might possibly£51 * w"h* TI|U8 M WM with theadaptation or non-adaptation of means to
. °J "e*- Por example, a mancould not know of the use of the eye by putting atrumpet to It What was true of the senses wastrue of faculty. Mind was as responsive as

'

chorded Instruments. Men with faculties absorbedin one direction could not understand men whosefaculties were not absorbed in the same direction.Take a man who owns
a Doo-prr

In New York, who has a pride tu black and tans or
in bull-pups, whose delight is in the number of rats
the dogs can kill, who delights In talking of It
through the day, and whose pleasure, when the
great trial of their strength comes at the exhl-bitlon at night, could only be realized by himself.Now put the great Mr. Bergh with that
man, and let them sleep together, and what a
life they would have To illustrate another
condition of mind. There Is a peck measure of
marbles, and you want to know how many it contains.ifou take them out and count them, or by
sorting them you could by a nice law of averages
tell how many there were. But let the same man
be given a music book, and be asked to tell the
value or sum total of that tnualc. He would reply
tkat he must hear It. But It was not by any pro-
cess of reasoning that ho ascertained the value or
the music; It was not because It was a certain
number of sounds, and by the making or the
sounds, that an estimate was found. A different
kind or faculty was required.a faculty, too, that
was productive In Its character and obeyed the I
same law that arithmetic obeyed. When yeu go Into ,the question of taste the same law was observable.There was a certain Intuition.not a very
definite naming ef the faculty, but one which men
ban united In naming, that was an aggregate of
the faculties within us.and that was best Known 'J

as a moral sense that enabled us to Judge of cer-
tain qualities for ourselves. Thus we at lengthreach our text, "to know the love of Christ, which »

passeth knowledge".that 1b, passeth the lower
knowledge. Wc come to a knowledge of Christ by
relating ourselves to His nature; we come to a
knowledge of Christ by a personal expression of
these qualities, and the power of which
Is founded on great sensibility. Just as much
as is God-like in us responds to that which is Godlike,so that we become as sensible of the presence
ef God as the barometer is sensible of the pressureof the atmosphere. God bears witness in us,
not mere than we bear witness of the presence or
God. So that by looking at ourselves In the light
f these truths wo come to see hew it is that

WB KNOW SO J.ITTLB OF GOD.
"Thou thought that 1 was such a one as thou
art" was the interpolation en one occasion. There
was probably such a thought as this by the worms.
Suppose he (Mr. Ileecher) were to recite the Ten
Coaimaudmcnts to a worm could it understand it?
What sort ef a time would he have if
those before him were worms and he was
preaching to them ? Bnt give him (Mr. Beecher)
(tie nuraan heart, una let its strings be revealed,
and how he could play upon It! Leave blm nothingbut a brain, and he could put his hand on the reason,and that was all. Then, look at man at bis
highest. Hew little he was I Heroism, how little
It Is I Our best moments, how insignificant! Our
noblest endeavors, how small when we compare
them with the God-like, even as we know it! We
are constrained to admit that these are but parts of
His ways. A boy, who has just learned to read aud
who plumes himself on it, what dees he know of
universal !iter*»«re » ^Vhen we attempt to prove
the Existence of Uod on a scientific basis we reach
but a very small way up. We cannot prove that
which lies beyond matter by matter. We go soundingthrough all the universe, and we can get no
sign, no nlnt of God. These difficulties arc not
lessened If we turn In other directions. In this age
there was an unmistakable

DRIFTING TOWARDS ATHEISM.
But there was no relief to the human mind In that
direction. We Bay that matter ia eternal; but we
don't stop thought by a word. It was more difficultof conception than the Idea of a personal God.
There was no rest, cither, In pantheism. We know
when we arc In the presence of a great nature;
we know it though it speak not. We come to know
that there is a glorious ceutro of life and warmth
for our moral nature. The Christian knows this,
and although this Is not an argument it is an argumentthat is absolute and is a wise one. It Is a
sensibility that has relation to a Belug that ImpressesItself with its own qualities. Mow. If the
New Testament were looked over It wonld bo seen
that it appeals throughout to this style of evidence.
When Christ was on earth and In His replies to the
Inquiries of the wise men of the time He answered
In that direction. "Yeu know not Me,
because you have not that within you by which
you can know Me," was the substance or his reply.That was the standard principle that men were to
look to for the subjective condition. So that it
came to this, that men to grow In Christ and In the
knowledge of the Lord Jesus ChrlBt must comply
with the laws and conditions that growth in that
knowledge required.
A short practical application closed the discourse,after which the ordinance of the Loru's

Supper was administered to a congregation that
entirely filled the floor.

BEDFORD AVENUE REFORMED OHUROH.
The Character and the Coronation of
Jesus Christ.Sermon by the Rev. Dr.
Ormtston. .

The Bedford avenue Reformed church (Rev. Dr.
Porter's) was well filled yesterday morning, despitethe severe storm that raged, the announcementhaving been made that the Rev. Dr. Ormiston,of the Fifth avenue Collegiate church, New
York, would oceupy the pulpit. The congregation
were well compensated for braving the elements,
for the distinguished divine preached a sermon
Which was characterized by the quaint originality,
pathos and spiritual unction that mark his pulpit
efforts and has rendered his fame universal as an
orator. After lengthy but Interesting Introductory
services Dr. Ormlston proceeded to discourse
upon the lore part of the I'salaa ex.."The Lord
said unto my Lord, sit Thou at my right hand, until1 make Thine enemies Thy footstool. The Lord
shall send the rod 01 Thy strength out of Zion:
rule Thou In the midst of Thine enemies. Thy
people shall be willing In the day of Thy power, in
the beauties of holiness from the womb of the
morniug: Thou hast the dew of Thy youth." The
preacher went on to say that this noble psalm was
written by the poet King of Israel more than a
thousand years before the Ilnbe of Bethlehem was
born, and yet It was clearly and authoritatively
Messianic. It is one of the grandest in the old
psaltery, and It has ever been peculiarly dear to
the children of God. It is a glowing

PREDICTION OK TUB DIVINITY,
the priesthood, the victorious triumph, the reign
and the righteousness of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. It is a gospel lyric, an evangelical
creed and a crystnlized system of souud divinity.
It was also worthy of note that It had been more
frequently quoted in the New Testament than uny
other psalm in the book. This psalm, written by
Iiavid under divine Inspiration coicerning the
Lord Jesus Christ, beautifully and graphically delineatedIlls oillce of prophet, priest and king of His
people, and also spoke of his original glory, deep
nurniuuuun, lernuie couuici, gior.uus conquests,
nigh exaltation and eternal reign. He wan highly
exalted at the right band of Uod, Hie place or
dignity, honor and ibflueuce supreme. The
sceptre in His hand is alike far reaching,
beneficent, majestic and mild; the subjects over
whom He rales are numerous, prosperous, loving
and devoted; the victories which He wins are
great, complete and final as well as famous, and
tne triumphs recorded are magnificent, royal,
righteous and renowned. l)r. Ormiston said that
he would consider two points.the character and
coronation or our glorious Redeemer, and the
gracious government and righteous reign or our
enthroned Mediator. In elaborating the first point
the preacher showed the human and the divine
nature or Christ by a group of beautiful werd
pictures descriptive of the birth, baptism and
transfiguration of Christ and the miracle ot raising
Lazarus from the dead, in which natural and simple
events were Intimately linked with weuderful
manifestations or divine piower.
The day of Christ's weakness bad passed and

the day of His power dawned; the cross was followedby the }iuone; the edict had beeu Issued,
bit, Thou," jum jdTe sits to-day'

AT THE RIOUf BAND OP OOP.
Where is He V Have we lost Him ? Nobodv took
llim awav. He went away, and He told us whither
lie went. It required only a loving heart to brush
away the tears from the eye of faith to Bee the
same Jesus at the Father's right hand, still as

loving, tender, faithmi and true, but wielding the
sceptre ol tpe universe in the behalf or His ransomedpeople. The preacher shewed that tne

prophets which went before Christ were types or
the fitness of His exaltation as prophet, priest and
king. The retnrning, triumphing Conqueror was
admitted and enthroned amid the acclidmofangcls,
and 11c there sat King, head over all. tor Ills body s

sake, which Is the Church, audwill sUuntii his
foes become his footstool. There could be no
Atrofifff»r irii&r&ltCO Of tllC Child Of 00(1 I BCbv III

glory than thal He sits there, the leader, forerunnerand Redeemer of His people. The preacher
then proceeded to elucidate the .Lf
t heme and said that to be a lee of Christ was the
most Irrational, monstrously wicked, ^.elyun-
grateful, hell-deserving uu iuii|u>...,n »v.w.

humanity wu capable. He who loved not the
Lerd Jesus Christ was opposed to Him.

NKlThAt.ITY WAS ABOMINAKLB
aaywhere, bat with Christ utterly impossible, He
himself saying, "lie that Is not for Me is against
Me." By the phrase, "The word ef His truth,'1 was
meant tne gospel ef His grace, It being the power
fGed unto salvation, not unto destruction. Jesus

reigns to subdue ear enmity, overcome our opposition,and oat of the ddbrls of our crashed existenceto reconstruct and redeem It »y His own

spirit. "The day of Uls power" meant the gospel
dispensation, which Included the Idea of Pentecostalbaptisms upon the Charrh and Individual
visitations of the divine spirit, Christ belag exalted
to give repentance and remission of sins and the
gilt of the Holy (IhoSt. The above sketeh gives but
an Imperfect conception of an effective sermon,
which was permeatedl with what religionists term
a "heavenly unction.'
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First Annual Report o£
Dr. Yandorpoel.

1 '

Tne Important Work Accompliaho^
During the Year 1878.

'4
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DiF£CT10lS DISEASES BROUGHT INTO POlli
,

Interesting Statistic* of Tallow Fever, Skip
Favor, Cholera and Smallpox.Sickness an/
Daatha en Beard Taenia and in Hoepk'
tale.The West Bank Building*.Thr
Work on Haffknan Island.BeceivingShip*.Warehonaee.BoardingStation*.Bedneed Bate*

and Diminished Detention.
Death! on Packet Ships. "

S. Oakley Vanderpoel, M. D. HealA Officer of the
Port of New York, has submitted his first annual1
report to the Commissioners of Quarantine. He reviewsin an exhaustive manner the workings of the
Important department for the year Just closed, and.
presents for the consideration of the Commissionersmany points that will not only greatly Interest*
them as a body, but the public generally. It la
worthy of earnest perusal, and is as follows
Mr. Richard Schell, Chairman of the Commissioners oC
Quarantine
Sib.In compliance with (he requirements of statute . .

I present herewith my annual report.
Called upon unexpectedly in March last to fill the

position of Health Officer for this port I found myself
confronted with new duties and responsibilities. While
recognizing the importance of becoming familiar with
the regulations which at that time governed the operationsof Quarantine, it seemed none the less essential that
the principles which experience and careful study of the
laws of infectious diseases taught us should also be taken
In consideration, in order that while the fullest protectionmight be given to the community on the one hand.,
it should, on the other, restrict as little as possible the
operations ofcommerce.
The conclusions to which such Investigation led waa

that the offlco of Health Officer was, In spirit and character,purely sanitary and medical, and that its enforce--. r
ment must be limited strictly to a fulfilment of these
provisions, and that the dividing line between sanitary
and commercial relations must be distinct and recognizable.In so far as the commercial relations ware concernedthe duty of the Health Officer, while maintaininga direct sanitary control, should be to allow the'
fuUeetliberty compatible with public safety.

Tinrincr the nmt Hummer I have Acted unon the nmc.
tlcal application of the above principles and though at
the commencement of the season I was often greeted
with the prophecy that such a course must absolutely
fall, both in the practical workings and the inability to
protect the city from disease, still I am happy to say the
result has been most satisfactory. From the commercial
community there has not been the slightest disposition t
to encroach upon the privilege, and not a single case of
intectious disease has entered the city from Quarantine,
though, as will be seen in the subsequent parts of this report,more than the average has been under observation
by the department

It is needless, perhaps, to say that tho course alluded
to wrought an entire and absolute change in the workingsot quarantine. Recognizing practicully the destinationbetween the sardfS'-y ana commercial relations,
towing, transportation of passengers and baggage, transportationof mails and samples, lightering, stevedoring,
coopering, warehousing, all of which had tor many
years been controlled by the Health Officer, were thrown
open to competition, under appropriate regulations, to
any person presenting the request from the majority
consignees of a cargo, and executing a satisfactory bond
to fhlfill required stipulations.

Still other radical changes were carried out By
statute a Board, consisting of the Mayors of New York
and Brooklyn, the Quarantine Commissioners and Health
Officer, are to meet onco a year and establish the rates of
quarantine towing, lighterage, stevedoring, coopering,
warehousing, Ac. Heretofore the rules hare been mostly
fixed at 100 per cent above ordinary harbor rates, creatingthus a most onerous and oppressive tax upon commerce.At the meeting of the Board this year the abova
were reduced to ordinary harbor rates, thus permitting
the merchant and employe to tlx the special charges in
each individual case. Before the close of the season tha<
happy results of these changes wero noticeable in that
Increased commerce from tropical ports. Instead of vesselsbeing chartered to Hampton Heads to await orders'
they came direct to this port to discharge.
Carried out in the above spirit quarantine regulations,

so far from belqg oppressive either In increasing tho
cost or retardlnglho discharge of the cargo, has been, In'
some cases, the reverse. I have been assured by the
masters of vessels that the balance sheet was in tavor of
the quarantine discharge, when the speedy clearance,
the necessary dock and harbor charges and the disciplineof the men were considered.
Now that the experiment has proven a success, it is my

intention to present to the Legislature a draft of a law
based upon the foregoing principles, in the lio'ie that*
vexed the community unil borne heavily upon the coin-'
mcrcial relatione or thli port may be definitely settled.
During the past tltleen years sanitary science and the

large introduction of steam into ocean navigation havo
wrought an entire change in the principle* that govern '

the practical workings of quarantine. Until of late vesselscoining front infected ports or having an Infectious
disease on board were detained a sncciAi d number of
days and then allowed pratlguc. While the operation*
of commerce were carried on mostly 111 sailing vessels
such detention, though annoying, ilui not Involve ruin^
ous pecuniary interests. But with the introduction oC
steam time entered into the problem as a factor whlcln
could not be disregarded. The success oft he steam enterprisedepends upon the regularity of the passages and
the departure lrum port on a specified day. The enormousexpenditure arising from prolonged detention
would ruin the commerce even of a greut port like New
York. Happily sanitary science couul meet the requirementsof commerce. Indeed, in litis respect, commerce
owes a debt to science which has not been recognized.The laws which govern tlio incubation and spread of in- *

fcctious diseases have been so far studied that sanitaryregulations and commercial interests may work in almostentire harmony. We now know positively that in
a suspected vessel or cargo the longer tier hatches are
kept closed and the fomites of disease are allowed to germinatethe more to he dreaded is the danger of Infection.
Instead of detaining a vessel to ride out a specified
quarantine we rather discharge the cargo in the shortest
possible time, in order that the vessel may he thoroughly
cleansed and disinfected and the cargo exposed to the
free action of the atmosphere.

But, while there are general principles which must
govern the operations of quarantine everywhere, still
every port must be studied from Its own standpoint as
regards climate, commercial advantages and proximity
to countries from which Infectious diseases are mostly
brought. From the earliest times the eHort to mako |
quarantine uniform tor all places has attracted the attentionof many whose knowledge of the subject was not
obtained by experience witli qitarnmiiic work. All that
was valuable in tlio system has been added point by
point, as was found necessary at various times. All the
crude impositions and oppression, which lias made the
very name a dread to commerce, have descended from
those who thought the quarantine of this port should
be uniform with that ot others: and these havo
been removed, as It was found In practice
that the peculiarities of this locality and
its commercial interests did not reoulre or
permit them. How unwise to argue that the same regu.
fntions which may govern New Orleans on the otic lian<l
anil Portland on the other should be applied to New
York ! On the one hand yellow lever is an almost annual
visitant, while in Portlaad, with its different temperature,it would be almost hnnnluH. The risk from snipping,where the arrivals are sometimes more in n day
than there areia oilier large ports in a month, would be an
entirely different question to decide In each pluce. New
York oceuples a peculiar and significant position in rotorniceto the conditions of climate, commercial advantages
and proximity to tropical countries. Located in the most
favored part of the temperate zone, its harbor is alwaya
accessible and healthy, unimpeded by lee on the one
hand and malaria on the other, while Its vast and1
extended front invites the shipping of the globe. In
a medical sense it is so situated tluit siuce the
employ inent of steam it is within the iiicubution of smallpoxand cholera from European ports and ol yellow
lever from the South and West Indies. The large numberof emigrants landed introduces another element
peculiar to New York. Tlicro is tin other port with its
wnnts as regards quarantine, just the same as each
other port has its own conditions thut differ iromalltha
rest
Recognizing this laws relating to quarantine were, is

the formation of this government, reserved tor local control.All efforts to change this, whether made under tha
pretext of law or Involved in tlio combination ol medicalconventions, are efforts to sdil a theoretical system
to that which has grown out ol the hard experience of
actual trial. Such efforts, could they succeed, would
not, in my judgment, improve the system, but result in
disaster. . .

The quarantine system of this port, so far from being
regarded detrimental, is regarded by vessels infected
with contagious disease as a haven of shelter. Within
about a year cases as follows havo occurred A Liverpoolsteamer to New York was lined $400 lor putting Into
Iiallfax with a case of smallpox; another steamer with /
smallpox put Into Halifax with n broken rudder: tho '

captain was not allowed to leave the deck of his ship to
superintend repairs. Within the past month a vessel i
with pestilence on board, Irnm Boston to Philadelphia, '

pnt in to New Loudon. She was at once ordered off, und,
coming to this port, was cared for.
Munificent, however, as are the provisions of the port

tor protection against Infection and the rare of sick irora
suen disease, there ts also a negative advantage in tho
Quarantine establishment highly favorable to the vast
body of emigrants seeking our shores. No longer Is it a
matter of tndiffcranee to rare for the SADitarv condition
oi the many hundreds upon a single vessel; but from the
time the port ot departure Is lett it is the study of the officersto maintain tba cleanliness and ventilation ot the
steerage, in order that they may suceegsftilly undergo
the sanitary examination to which thev urc subiected.
so protecting no* only the community against the Intro-,
ductlon of pestilence, bnt enforcing tho comfort and well
being of the sea-tossed emigrant
With these general considerations apon the administrationot Quarantine, let tne take up some of the particulac

features of the department
The year past has been one of extraordinary risk of dis- i

ease. The epidemic ofsmallpox wlileli prevailed in 1871 I
has eoatinued until reports from every quarter of the M
globe gave proof of its alarming spread. To this may be , I
added the epidemic character ol the yellow fever In V
South American and West Indian porta, with the un ssu.il I
tropieal temperature ol our own Summer, which lasted f
until the quarantine season was past, and which imposed [
serious responsibility upon the quarantine work.
Kmbarrnssmcnt has liecn experienced from the unreliability,,t bills ot health emanating from American Con-

suls. ft tins frequently occurred 3urtng the pest Hunt- i

ntcr tliet vessels lieve arrived wiUt cescs of vellow fever
oil board, or heviiiR bed them durlnit the passage. when
the bill of health was clean. This, too, when wo nad the
assurance of the captain that the presence of the epidemicwas notorious at the port of departure. It la
proper to sav that wlnw the attention of tho Mate Departmentat Wa»hlnf*eai was called to this irregularity,
prompt measures were taken for its remedy.
I'nder the law there are lour diseases named against

which qua run tine shall apply; these are yellow lever,
smallpox, cholera und typhus or ship fever.

sxjti.t.rox.
Dnrlna the year IIS vessels arrlvimt here have had

smallpox on hoard. Moat ot these brought large ntim;hers ol emigrants, and In thorn there were exposed, in a
greater or less degree, 73,SOfi persons, either as passenger*or crew, There were in all tbtO ca*es of smallpox,

of which were fatal. The law of ISda makes a dtstinC- |


